T very difficult inatter, unless it can be shown to be decidedly to his iaterest aod advantage. To change the habit or practice of the inhabitants of a great city can only be undertaken by enthusiasts, who must be gifted with exhaustless patience and perseverance, for at the best they cannot hope to see anything but a very gradual change. But It is to the system of letting on hire at a quarterly rental to ordinary consumers and to the supply of stoves with the slot meters that the present position is due. I am afraid I cannot say that the question of smoke abatement has had anything whatever to do with it. The gas companies simply desired to increase their business, and the consumers found it advantageous to use gas for cooking ; the necessary facilities were given and that is all. It will be no departure from truth to say that not a single gas cooking stove has been fixed with the object of preventing -smoke; in fact, that worthy object has never been considered by the parties, but, hen, J~mWo ' it has, so far as cocking is concerned, been. accomplished.
There remains a more difficult task for the advocates of smoke abatement, on which, if they are to succeed, they must concentrate their attention. The domestic fire used for heating is the problem. It 
